
 Otterburn Parish Council
Meeting of the Parish Council held on 3 June, 2013

Between 6.30pm and 9.15pm at Otterburn Memorial Hall
MINUTES

Present
John Hartshorne – Chair 
Val Corbett – Vice Chair

Gary Satchwell      Cheryl Austin
Steven Farrell

 

In Attendance
Martin Chilvers – Clerk PC Colin Heath (from 7.45),  Regis Le Couturier  (from 8.05)

1. Village Inspection
The annual village inspection saw the Cllrs visit the following locations
- Footpath to Mill   – It was noted that there are bald patches along parts of the path that require attention. It 

was agreed consideration needed to be given cutting the grass along the length of the path.
- Burn   – Attention is required in the burn where silting has built up and effecting the flow of water down to 

and under the bridge.
- Building plot at land SE of Lantern Haugh   – It was agreed to write to the owner to determine the update 

plan and timescales as it appeared there had been little progress.  It was also questioned why ground work 
appeared to be currently focused on the higher ground.  

- Millennium Green   – Cllr Farrell provided an update on work he has done so far in the Green and was 
thanked for his efforts. It is planned to have a Christmas tree located in the Green this year and Cllr Farrell 
advises Mrs Snaith as agreed to provide the power for the lights. It was agreed to relocate the Otter stone to 
approximately 5 metres into the Green on a concrete base. The undergrowth will be cleared however the 
trees will remain with a further review later. Arrangements will be made to place a picnic table in the Green 
with possibility of purchasing a further table. Consideration will also be given to future plans of having a 
shelter and BBQ built on the Green as well as erecting a ‘Picnic Area’ sign. 

2. Apologies for absence
There were apologies from S. Robson 

3. Minutes of the last Ordinary meeting and AGM
The minutes of the previous meetings, having been circulated, were accepted as a true record and signed by the 
Chair.

4. Matters arising
a) item 3b: Pedestrian and traffic crossing in Otterburn:  Due to constraints raised by NCC it is with regret that a 
crossing will no longer be a viable option due to the zig zags crossing residents access as well as the bus stop. 
Whilst it could be located elsewhere it was agreed it would not used by residents.  Jim Long and Stefan Bell of 
NCC have developed new traffic calming plans that includes 10 separate aspects. The Parish Council have 
reviewed the proposals and responded to NCC with variations including moving the 30MPH sign further out of 
the village on the Jedburgh side, two raised ‘tables’ with chicanes (one between Snaiths and Redewater View 
Cottages) and the other alongside the Memorial Hall. PC Heath advised that consideration would need to be 
given to having removable street ‘furniture’ for wider vehicles. A response is awaited from NCC.

b) item 3a: EDF Compensation payment: Cllr Farrell provided details of an estimate he had received for work at RTC 
that includes restoring hot water, repairing boiler and other plumbing work. It was agreed further quotes were 
required and the matter discussed with RTC Trustees before any action taken.

PC Heath advised he had been trying to get hold of the RTC regarding possible funding for training in respect 
of Youth Club and related facilities. He had to date received no response but it was agreed the proposal would 
be beneficial to the village and he was asked to make enquires to determine if funding was still available. It was 
agreed the Parish Council needed to contact the existing Trustees of RTC for an update on progress regarding 
the closing of the old charity so arrangements can be made to introduce new trustees.

c) item 3d: RTC Sports Centre funding / future Trustees: This matter was discussed as part of the previous agenda item.
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d) item 6c: Otterburn Mill bridge weight restrictions: The Clerk’s Report was received and agreed.  PC Heath advised 
that empty wagons and lorries would not normally exceed weight limit. Whilst it is the Police who will enforce 
the weight restriction PC Heath asked that the public report vehicles crossing that appear to exceed the limit. 

e) item 6d: Plots of land at Willow Green: It was agreed that the most practical and viable route for a new connecting 
footpath was for it to follow the boundary on the left hand side, looking from Willow Green to the play area. At 
the play area it is proposed the route would go diagonally across to the side of the garages. It was agreed the 
triangle of land detached from the play area would have shrubs planted. It was agreed the Clerk would write to 
Mr Lynn with these proposals.

f) item 6g: NCC Mobile Youth Service Provision: It was agreed this topic would be discussed at the next meeting. 

g) item 6h: Maintenance jobs in the parish: It was agreed a finalised list of current jobs should be determined and an 
advert place inviting quotes.  PC Heath advised of a scheme where people servicing time or community service 
could assist with some jobs such as clearing waste behind Percy Arms or at RTC as well as perhaps finish the 
footpath at the RTC. It was reported that the only cost for the Parish Council would be the hire of a skip.

h) item 6i: Millennium Green – summer activities: It was agreed that if passed at a Church meeting the Parish Council 
would split the cost of purchasing a ride-on lawnmower with the church. This would initially be for the 
Millennium Green, Church grounds as well as the footpath to the Mill. Consideration would be given to the 
cutting of the play area as it appeared the NCC would no longer be cutting it.

5. Finance
 a) Clerk’s salary and expenses for May, 2013: The Clerk’s claim for salary and expenses was agreed. 

b) Payment of invoice for the printing of the Newsletter: The payment for £74.08 was agreed.  

c) Payment of invoice for the hire of Memorial Hall: The payment for £30.00 was agreed. 

d) Payment of invoice from C. Mowatt: The payment for £100.00 was agreed.

e) Payment of photocopier service: It was agreed to wait for the invoice for the service before presenting the cheque 
from Mr Parr however thanks were expressed for his donation of £30.00.

6. Planning
There were no planning applications received this month

7. New Business
a) Otterburn Hall footpaths: The Clerk reported he had spoken to John McErlane who was writing to the Angel 
Group regarding the footpaths. In the absence of any response he would then proceed with a modification order 
for all six footpaths.   

b) New notice board: It was agreed to ask Ivan Wilkinson to quote for a bespoke notice board shared by the Parish 
Council and Memorial Hall. Comparison would be made to other quotes before deciding way forward. Cllr 
Satchwell agreed to raise the matter at the Memorial Hall meeting the following week.   

c) Next addition of the Community newsletter: The Clerk’s Report was received and agreed.   

d) ‘Get going’ – Community transport funding: The scheme was discussed and Cllr Austin advised she would raise the 
matter with RTC in connection with Children’s football at the RTC

e) Councillor training in respect of Code of Conduct: The Clerk shared details of the Councillor training. 

8. Matters for discussion at the next meeting of the Parish Council
PC Heath advised it had been brought to his attention about some people leaving their cars parked across 
pavements. Whilst warnings have been given PC Heath advised he would have to take a consistent approach 
across the village which could lead to a number of penalties being served. He hoped however to avoid this 
people could be more tolerant with one another.
PC Heath also advised there had been reports of an airgun being used on the grounds at Otterburn Hall. He 
reported that the person believed they had permission from Angel Group however now that they do not own 
the land it people could face possible poaching or weapon offences. 
9. Date, time and place of next meeting: The next meeting of the Parish Council will be held at 7.30pm on 
Monday 1 July, 2013 at the Otterburn Memorial Hall.  
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